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A 
Practical Conſideration of the 
Saints Son-ſhip. 


GALs 4, 6; 
And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth 


bearts, crying - 


the Spirit of bis Son 
Abba Father. 
MA h1ds our che glory .of our condition 
WA under. the Goſpel, in the confiderati- 
FSA on of. our Son ſhip, wee being by our 
— Lords comming, treed trom . 
pillage ard bondage wee were before held under, that 
wee might receive the adoption of Sonnes, and being - 
redeemed thercunto, receive.the ſpitit, and all 
things as .a conſequent of ſuch a ſtate, 
e words dg acquaint us-in the general ſcope of 
them with. chis great truth , that it is not any 
nus, or works by us : That 
that ſtate of the Goſpel, wherein wee have tavour and 
acceptance with God , but God firſt appoines us unto 
luch aſtate , and thereupon gives us Grace ſarableun- 
tout Begarſe ee ary Sorncs, cauſe God hath in Chriſt 
#ppaunced youto ſuch a Serious eltarce, therefore-is 
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the ſpirit of his Sonne, and all good things given un- 
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of Son-ſhip. 

ndein our natural ſtate wee are abſolute crc- 
mics urxgo God , vnger che Law .wee come bur to 
be ſervants, but-nnder the-Gofpel we becomelors, 

Wee bear herein. 4 propertion -with the Lord Chriſt 
our head, who is not as Moſes was, a (crvant in Gods 
houſe, but hee is a Son, heisthe Son in his ownhoule, 
and therefore his brethren are Sons, that Son-ſhip 
that hee trom the Father, 4 carries their Son- 
ſhip init: As heejo his humanity became like them 


in all things, 'fip pred, fo ate they in their 
conformity, in all «&wngs, ſave where- 
in hceis their Saviour their head, andas they have 


One common | to both, ſo have they one princi- 
gony root, tor the Apoſtle tells us, that our lite is 

id with Chriſt in 'God , that is the. Saints lite, andis 
hidzogerher with Chrilts life in God, hee is the foun- 
train ot boththeir lives: This comprehends ina word, 
the excellent Grace and glory oft the Goſpel', that 
ſuch poor remote wretches from God, fuch ſtrangers 
and enernies as weearc , ſhould become Sons, ſhould 
bee: born of mw RE, __ inheric w_ all " 
grace and glory; the Apoſtle {ecms tomake a ſtop, 2 
admire -atthis., Behold ſaith hee, what ananner of love 
the father hath ſhewed wnto #5, that we ſhowld be called the 
Sornes of God | Tis notonly a thing otadmirable ad- 
vamage » but of aſtoniſhing /honour 3 could David 
thinkit a great macter to bee aKings Sonne in Law) 
and ſhall not wee value this high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeius? ; 

Tobece his ſors, the Apoſtle {peaks of this; as the 
higheſtthing wee can auan ro-inthis lite > now (aith 


heexwecare the ſons of God :' we finde in ns 1 
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od ext offuebody the Church: was finde 
t God, andin Jab 38. 7. 
I and all the fous 


in Lake 3. 38. phe the 
This is io —_— unto their fwit creation; and 
laſtly, m this Goſpel ſenſe have all the 


Saints, to be:ccalled Sons, and ſhip chrough 
and 11 Chriſt, theoaly (on, | — wo than 


that ot the Angels; or of » the of Adeans 
ſtate and ono in himſclf, and ſo being mutable, 
hee of a Son created, became a tallea depraved birter 


| chan 
gels, _ as it is wrought and ariſcrh (to the ex- 
cceding glory of free grace) out of cumity, darknefſe , 
and a failen ſtate; which they were never in, and ſc- 
condly, as tis in Chriſtche head of this Son-ſtip, cxal- 
= above the Angels ia the excellcacy and glory of 


\ Ther be wo queſtions, may be ficly reſolved in this 
Place, 

1 How come we to this eltate,and then whereia doth if 
coaliſt? x 

» How ſtood the Saints under the Law iacheold Te» 


ent 10 reterenceto it, 
For the farlt queltion , we cometo this ſtate by Chriſts 
urchale aloac, wee reccive 'it from God chrough 
, aud ic harhias root in him , hee diſpenſerh ir tous, 
= hath Cod the AY tor-rhis purpolc, _= 
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wall of ſinand gilt, that was berween God and-man, 
-by reaſon of his inabiliry ro fulfil the a pe-7 yp of 
cer arr an ca raph mfr rnd 

ning power upon his. cs man 
that was 1o farre off, thus necr unto God, and makes 
him look ripon God, no more as an infinite being, who 


isalaw ohne teat but row in him become 


a molt aftcQionate te ct » and brings God who 
was thus in Chriſt recor himſelf rothe world, to 
bee no more as at a diftance, but necr and one with the 
Creature as a Father, an1 in the deereſt and necreſt re- 
lations, 'God is become in Chriſt a Father, and wee his 
children, our maker, our husband, and we bis Spoulc, 
and ſo wee are brought imo this blefled ſtare, wherein 
God deals with us as Sonucs, with all love,ſweerneſs,and 
familiarity. 

And laſtly, That which makes this right of Son-ſhi 
which Chriſt hath ſo purchaſcd and obraincd, cficftuall » 
and gives us the poſleſſion of it,is, God gives us the ſpi- 
rit of his Son , Chriſts Son-ſhip is as it were communi- 
cated unto us, and fo wee have not only a right of Son» 
ſhip in Cbrift, but through himrhe ſpirit ot ſons to ap* 
ply ro God as a Father, and wee are not only under an 
outward adminiſtration of Son-ſhip, wherein we ſhould 
becſure ſtill ro rerain the mind and {pirir of ſervants, 
and enemics,. but have the hcarts and rn of Sons giv- 
enwno us , and arc by this eftcQual proyſion of rhe 
Lord » no more in a ſpirit of bondageunto. fear,. but.of 
power and loye and of a ſound mind, a 


of the Saints _, 
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they did not receive this Adoption of Sons: As heaven 
i5now to us, ſo was this ſtate ro them. wee have ho 
cons and have it by. ſos yer ſtand 

the durics of our preſent adminiſtration in this ' 


This Doin of the Saines (re ſkp, being every 
where in the Scripcures witneſſed unto, I ſhall improve 
it theſe rwo wayes. 

Firſt, By way of Uſe, and then by way y Triall, 
whether we be in poſſeſſion of this ſtateor not 
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himſelf hath buried, and ſo cre& a wor 

as if Chriſt were not aſccaded and become a nine 
ofthe ſanAuary, and ire rabergaers who the 
Conſcience into ; wherein | 
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S . JAP Cider _ 
tinthat by works, abd conditions, which they have 
by their (onſhipy by inherirance, this is rhe Devils cor 
\ ſtantdeſignto ſcar men from the Goſpel, by obſcuririg 


chat life and ſprtit char is' brought rhetein ro 
leght, and it hee "overthrow the | ate of thoſe 
that have received it ; to taiſe wy Dottrins to make 


their courſe as weatifore, and as fnll of bondage as 
hee car, and therefore wee need otren to read that ad- 
viſe of the Apoſtle, in Gal. 5. 1. Sand faſt in the liberty 
wherewith Chrift bach mud: oy rho 1 | 
Secondly, ' The ſecond 1ife bee this; i wee ate 
ſons, do wee walk like ſons of the moſt high f are we 
filial towards God it our converſation; are we as obe- 
diem” Children, not faſhione® to this world ; it hee 
ley come, do wee come; and it hee fay go, do 'wee 
are wee ata beek, ' waiting to bee {elect tend Mice 
him, and dowe follow his commands as dear chil- 
, Without murmuring and without difpuring 7 if 
wee donot , if wee” protefle God to bee our father, 
may tivt hee fay to us, bag 7. > ons 
where is my, tionour, the oyeratgaty of God may re+ 
quire out obedience from 'vs , but how mach taoce 
ſhould the conſideration of him as a father beger it in us, 
what rhe rearne(s of God will not do, furaly his good- 
nefſe ould het Exil of; Can there bee oPpofition unto 
kindneſs, rhe ifffirrre God takes that way to over- 
come its poor wortns; if God will owt! himſttt our fa- 
ther, ris &qual ſure wee ſhould behave our ſelves like 
hischildren, 211d if hee bee our farher, ſhould wee nor 
ſhew forth his irtiage » if wee rightly confrder it, what 
ne rviledye thmginable'; whir greater bleſſedneſs 
to bear the glorious image of -our Creator, thus 
manifeſted in Chniſt; who thonld do its it his ſons, his 
children ſhould not wee are kept inthe world for this 
, to bear forth his verrues, and his praiſts be- 
the blind world, were it not for this: that isto 
bedont, he would foon rake us to him(ſy#t in_the heavens, 


- Whar a great ſhame and diſhonour 15 it umorhe Lord, 
ro 
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Mage heavenly, we afc plainly Adams fons in na+ 
rure, lers appear ſonsof Godin How glorious, 


ſhine on; the juſt, and/ the unjuſt, who when he bids. 
forgive till (ceventy times ſeven, tis bur that wee might 
bee hike him our heavenly tacher , who 1a that patience 
and goodneſs, and torbearance, and caſinefle to be en» 
treateds which hee ſhews ro-us, is a pattern what wee 
ſhould do ane towards another, when ever a chriſtian 
miſcarries, tis ſtepping aſide from his Farbers I b- 
this 15 that end concerning man, God hath propoſed ro 

him(clt and becaabour, yp the Prophets, 
by the Goſpe), by all, asthae way-ro make him happy, 
and aft object for his converſe; to ſtamp his ownimage 


upon him, | 
Thirdly, Every Chriſtian know your ſtate, thou art 
a ſon, though bur a babe inthe Goſpel, weeare ſons aad 
heits, and joynr heirs with Chriſt , moſt Chriſtians 
looſe much of their comfort and by this, they 
conſider not che relation which in Chriſt God' and man 
{tand in together, they live only in the comfort of their 
face not of their (tare ; A man may think ca- 
yoo much of himſelt. nat mats x 9 4g are 
ny and heemay allo think too low of hini{clt, the de- 
vilis not withour his deviſes that way too. - | 
A man can never bce debaſled/ cnough as in him- 
ſelf, and-yer hee may exalt himſc}tinchat eſtare which 
God /harh in Chriſt appointed himunto;' we may thus 
inabeLord; Let! notthe Devilmorourudbdeeys 
hearts. /-ovcr remove us from -chis, wor aft 
though 'Prodigals,. ct: this _ m— hel pits re6o- 
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ver usout of temmpratioiy when wee fit in darkneſs, and 
ſceno light: Lets think ous {clycs. too good to be feed- 
ingamongſt the dogs, and the (wine of this world: Lers 
think our ſelyes of coo noble a qualicy and birch, ro be 
made ſaves by'Satan,, and capuved at his will, orto be 
ſervants uo imen'y and to be in bondage unto them 
or to become drudges to dirty unſatiable lults: Weare 


| boughtwith a prices the blood of our deareſt Lord,umo 


SoalkP, and _ ſpiritual ones lets not bee like 
prophane Eſas; lets not part With it. upon any terms, 
- ms 49 under the Sun can. bee a price for 


i, 

Fourthly, If wee are ſons, Lets go to God alwaysas 
to our Father, lets treat with him more intimately and 
fxeely, than a.man would do with his friend: And ac- 
quaint him with all our wants. and grictes , as knows 
ing him properly concerned therein, and bury all our 
carcs in his boſome. 

How ſweet will our communion-bee with him , if 
whenſoever wee come ta call upon him, wee bring this 
{ctled apprehenſion with us, that hee 15our father, the 
rcalon why wee often miſcarry in the comfort ot our 
prayers, itis, becauſe wee think but randomly ot him, 
according to what our preſcntremper is, weeſrame out 
imaginations of God z ot what wee fnde in our (clyes, 


the prodigal hee recovered himſelt withthis, faith hee, 


Ile goto my Father, it hee bee my Father, there is my 
hope, Go I have never {0 much misbehaved m 
(cli: ris hard to find a caſe that a Fathers heart on 
will-not bee. ſtirred towards his ſon, bur .if that ſhould 
bee, twill never beeſo with our Father which is .in hea» 
veny wee can no ſooner make towards. him, . bur hee'le 
meet us ;- Whilſt wee are a farrc oft; and embrace 
us andtake us home; | let our Lord hercin bee. a pat- 
tern to us, who whilſt hee converied inthis lower world, 
would eyer kcey up thisclaim to God to bee his Father: 
the meanneſle of his.condition, nor the Jews threats to 
Rong bing for is, never made him let go the owning of 
l 
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this relation: Orake heed of nourifhingup hard thoughts 
of God! tis the et yok it you Pray not 
to Godas your Father, you will not pray to him 
at all you will:takethe firſt opportunity to quit! his 
lervice» you will do noching but to ſtop the mouth of 
a hungry gnawing conſcience : the . more you think of 
un, the more you will bee troubled : All approa» 
ches to Gad under any other apprehenſion bur this » 
will but awaken terrour, and multiply guilr betore 
tace: O remember therefore our Lord hath cenght ws 
to begin all our approaches unto God, with calling him 
Onur Father, 

This term will make all our guilc to. vaniſh, and 
bury it out. ot our fight, and drive away our fins as 4 
thick clou.! , and make all thoſe conſiderations of his 
greatne(s, and his majeſty ſweet unto us, 

Fitthly, it God be our Father, why doubt we of be» 
ing provided for, can thoſe that have ſuch a father want? 
why cake wee {0 much care, why do wee (cek an in- 
hericance inthe world > doth not our Father know what 
wee want of theſe things: Lers not chooſe for our 
lelves, but ler him provide for us, hee takes care of 
the Lillies, and hee teeds the Ravens, and ſhall his chil- 
dren waut? Shall Chriſts ſeed bee wnprovided for ? 
Paw tells us, tis the Fathers work to provide for the chil- 
iea: How unbecomming a thing is it, for a man that cals 
God his Father , toſeck help any where elſe; remem- 
der that good man, who was aſhamed toask a troop of 
torſe of the King , becauſe hee had named the name of 
the Lord : Never apply bur tothe Lord, it you ask 
lim bread, he will not give you a ſtone , and it you ask 
tim a fiſby hee will ner give you a Scorpivn, in our 
fathers houſe there is bread enough : And lersbe con- 
tent wich the portion our Father gives us, hee loves us 
much more then wee love qur ſelves, and hee (infinite 
y knows, what will beſt fir us: Hee lets us know as 
much of his love as wee are able to bears and fit ro bee 
tersoff in this pre wy ſtare; Hee that hath of hes 

2 meer 
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tncer Grace appointed us to glory, ſhould wee not truſt 
hun, as gry Vp how to carty us through this 
wot\d untait; And hee ters us want nothing of this 
world thatwould not hurt us, when hee denyes us hete- 
in;tis bur to keeps us out of deadly ſnares; and fence us 
from ting perrced through with many ſorrows; what- 
ever our condition bec in this world, let thisconfiderati- 
onſancuty rhe beft, and fweerenthe worſt, to us, tis our 
Fathers portion. | 

Sixchly, It wee are ſons, lers love our brethren, lets 

not bee unnatural ro the Saints, enquire for them as 
David did after the houſe of Saul, that hee might ſhew 
kindnefſe rothem, and uſc them as he did Aephiboſherh, 
though hce were lame of his tcer,, take them into your 
bolome, though they are deformed betore the world, 
perhaps wn earns their right hands, and their right 
eyc9 nay though they have many infirmities, and are 
{ome otthem. poor, peeviſh, froward children, yer love 
them jor their fathers/{ake , our [Lord expeRts this at 
our bhands,that we ſhould love the Brethren; and hath lett 
a ſolemn charge with us. in his abſence-to do it, we have 
thele always with us,, ro ſhew our loveto, bat we have 
nat him always: W here ſhould love be perte&ed,it not 
amongſt who have him thar is love it (ct for thei 
Father., wee ſhall haye nothing bar hatred from the 
world ,. ſhould not that make us love the more ?- ' Lers 
not therefore bee unkind to the poox Saints ,- ſay of 
them whereſocvery and in what foevercondition you had 
them, as Adm laid of Eve, when ſhee was brought to 
him ; this is aow bone of my bone, and fleſh of my ficly 
wee came all out otthat pierced fide of our Lord: and 
bee not unkind to your own fleſh, but love it, and cheriſh 
it 2. hereby ſhall wee- appear ro bee ſons in loving the 
Saints as brethren. - | 

Seventhly, and Laſtly, If Ged beeour father, be not 
afraid» nor-troubled ro goto him, remember how out 
Lord comfoncd himſclt, and his Pilciples, ar his depar- 
ture, I goſaith hee, to my father, 'and your tather : hs 


TS 
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of the Satnts Sort-ſbip." 1} , 

bee not troubled todye , you ſhall bee with your tarhery 
that loves you, bee not diſcouraged to come betore 
him » becauſe of your unkind; untoward dealings with 
him, hee is your tather that hath freely paſſed by all; 
you ſhall rcad in Ge», 50. 16,19, when Joſephs brethren 
aſter their Fathers death, ſpake ro him of their formers 
honed oo —_——— NG ceo 07 
wo puniin 1t upon : zl Ext 
{aich when they ſpake untohim, they _ miſtook 
his heart, they cook a wrong mcaſure of his ſpiric bythe 
narrowneſlc of their own: tis fo with usin this cafe: 
wee ſhall when wee dye bee at home; wee are here ina 
ſtrange Countrey, ill uſed, not known, there wee ſhall be 
inhonour, wee ſhallſce our father, whom wee have (o 
much longed "tro know; and who hath tus all 
our lite em ry we'ſhall beuſed like ſons, and fir down 
at his right with the {on our head : Let this con- 
ſideration that the great God is our Father , make us 
willing ro ſhut our eyes to the world, and: bee no more 
ſcenhere, that wee may bee with him, lets ſay with 
Pasl, to beedillolved and to bee with Chriſt, and with 
him, is beſt of all : Ler not rhe tear of death, keep us as 
it did them of old, al} our hte rimein bondage, but lets 
now rejoycingly wait alt the days of our appointed time 
til} our change ſhall come. 

And thus having had ſome glimmerings of this glori- 
ous ftate of the Saints, and of tae obligations, or rather 
great priviledges that doatrend it , let ustry and prove 
our {clves whether wee bee in this ſtate or not, wherher 
wee are Baſtards, only in protcfſion and appearance ſonss 
or whether wee be ſons indeed, and- have that true ſpi- 
ri of the (on dwellingin us, and that wee may do it; 1 
ſhall lay down ſome concomitants amongſt many,of that 
true ſtate of Sonſhip; whereinas in a glats, wee may ſee 
our faces ,. and judge of our ſclves as to this mat- 
ecr, 

:. It weearefons, wee have a ſpirit of prayer to goto 
God in all extremities, tis not ſo with an hypocrite, hee 

B 3 Cannot . 
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cannot pray always, God ſends the ſpirit of his ſon into 

our hearts, and hee (ends it crying Abba tather,  tisa 

ſpirit of prayer while weeare in this worldztis but crying 
groaning in us. 

A ſon hath not only the form of comming unto God, 
and the gift of praying, but the Grace of praying for 
him, the ſpiric it {elt makes.intercefſion, with ftighs and 
groans which cannot bee expreſſed : if this ſpirit be hid, 
tis hid to thena that are loſt. | | 

2 Aſondoth allout of lovey hee loves God as his 
father, all his ſerviceris our of love, tis not forced and 
wrung from him, hee doth not as Sev/did, force him+ 
(elf ro lacrifice:but he offers up himlelt treely, He fears, he 
repeats, hee mourns; he mortifyes himlclty and all our of 
loye;he rejoyceth to dye daily, he hath love that is ſtro 
as death, many waters cannot quench it, hee loves God, 
and therfore thinks nothing too much to doyis not meaſu- 
ring the minutes of that time hee ſpends 1n bis ſervice, 
bur is thr loveall bis dayes, and mcyery thing , 
giving himſclt up wholly to the Lord. . | 

3 A ſoncan bear affliction, takesnot things unkind- 
ly trom God, ſubmits to the father of ſpirits, A (onne 
truſts God though hee kill him, hee knows though hee 
do ſorely afflit him, yer hee will at laſt return as hee did 
to Ephraim, in Jer, 31, ſaith God, is Ephraim my dear 
Sonne , is hee a pleaſant child? ſince I ſpaks againſt him, 1 
do earneſtly remember him ſtill; A (on will hang upon 
God, though hee ſeem never ſo angry with him : Ler 
mee go ſaich God to Faceh, 1 will not let thee go, 
ſaith hee, till thou blefle nee, This (cems ſtrange, - 
tis the. ſon like (pirit . 

A worldly man and an hypocrite, grow's q"my out 
of love with God, a little thing will make him fly in 
Gods face, and cry out, what profit is it that I have fa- 

A man without the ſpirit of a ſon, when hee is 
under an affliting hand, hee tumbles like a wild bull ina 
net, hee is preſently with Jobs wite, a__g oft God, a 
carnal protefior grows worlc and worle by the rod / A 

on 
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Son learns obedience as Chriſt did by the thingthar ke 
ſufters,he is more meek, more broken hearted, lies lower 
at Gods tcer, and hee f(aies nor a word mores but with 
old E1;, tis the Lord, let him do what ſeems him good: 
Tis my fathers hand is upon mee, though it ſeem hea+ 
vy, hee corres me for my profit, that I might partake 
of his holineſs, and hee ſocorresevery fonthat heere- 
ceives, and I ſhallreap the quiet and peaccable fruit of 
righteouſneſle by all inthe end. 

4 Hee that hath the ſpiric of a ſon, uſcth all enjoy- 
ments both ma IT x (mr wg yn A is ſenſible 
ot his propriety in his Fathers right, tis not ſo with ano= 
ther: A Lon is never hide-bound nor in bondage with 
what he poſſeſlceth, . he lives in the ſpirit of the ſon, and 
that is a free ſpirit- 

A Spirit o —_— makes a manextream {trickt.and 
true ro as a Father, andſo extream free in whatſo- 
ever hee does : He hath a large (pirit,and is not at touch 
nottaſte not,handle not, tis much otherways with a man 
that hath a legal conſcienceyas Solomon (ays1n another caſe 
fo tis with him, hee never cates his bread with comfort: 
Every thing proves a fare anda burdento him:If there 
tore any bee awakened to look heaven ward, and deſires 
tolive the lite of a Chriſtian, let him wait for the ſpirit 
of a ſon, and ſo hee ſhall come to know that Kingdome 
of God, that is not meat and drink, . but rightcouſneſs ,, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 


